4 August 2004

Jen McVeity
PO Box 194
SANDRINGHAM VIC 3191

Dear Jen,

A note to thank you for your input into our "Writers in Residence' programme, held
during Term Two 2004. This was the first time Scotch College Junior School, has
attempted this sort of programme on such a large scale. We involved all boys from
Year 3o Year 6 in an ongoing writing workshop, whilst also providing staff with ideas
and approaches that would allow them to enhance future class writing sessions.
Highlights for me have been the wonderful response to your Seven Steps approach
and the enthusiasm towards writing from both the boys and the staff. | have been
thrilled with the results, in the short term and am sure that that they will be ongoing.

Initial discussions about how to pull the programme together and how you could best
achieve the aims that | had in mind, were greatly appreciated. Obviously
all schools have different time constraints, which make a large scale programme
difficult to coordinate. Your flexibility and willingness to integrate yourself into the
school culture have been appreciated and have obviously assisted in the success of the
programme.

The most encouraging aspect for me has been the interest and keenness you have been
able to enthuse in our boys. To hear them talk about writing in a positive and
knowledgeable manner shows the wonderful impact you have had on them. Of course
the writing process is also important, and the development of skills in this area can be
directly related to the breaking down of the process into smaller more manageable
chunks for the boys. The staff also found this approach more manageable and
consequently, more enjoyable, in their busy time frame.

| am always available to recommend you and your programme to other schools that
are interested. Once again, thank you for the lasting impact you have had on our
school, and | look forward to reading your future novels. Maybe there will even
be one in the future about the teachers who survived each day and each week by
playing the longest game of table tennis.

Yours Sincerely,
Vi

/4

7
'/ /

Brian Sampson
Director of Studies



