Story Template

So you've got the
dedication,

Write a story of inspiration,

And get ready for a
celebration.
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YOUR STORY

So let's see how brilliant you are.

Create a story using as many of the Seven Steps as you can.

The hardest part is planning a story, so we'll work on that first BEFORE you start writing.

Step 1: Plan for Success

Remember your Chatterbox? Take that - and CLIMAX
maybe get a friend or a parent too - and start

playing.

TENSION
Relax, have fun, that way lots of ideas will flow.

Somewhere from all those villains, heroes/
heroines and problems you should get an story
that interests you. You'll 'feel' it - that's your
subconscious saying 'l like this, let's use it.'

EXCGTEMENT

TIME

In point form, jot down some of the main ideas of your story.
You can be as messy as you like.

Now work out what ORDER these ideas go in. Plot them on the Story Graph on
the following page. This is your plan.
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YOUR STORY

So now the planning is done, the rest is easy.
Spread your writing wings and fly high!

Create your best selling story here:

1. Start your story with action. (Step 2: Sizzling Starts).

You know how to do it. Grab your reader and make them go "'WOW'.
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YOUR STORY

2. Backfill - explain the background while the action unfolds.

e Who, what and why.

e Remember no boring bits (Step 6) such as waking up, getting dressed,
eating meals or lists of friends.

¢ Keep things moving fast.
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YOUR STORY

3. The main problem is introduced.
e What happens? Who does it happen to?
e Use dialogue (Step 4) so we can see the characters come alive.

* Not just the hero/heroine but the villain too.
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YOUR STORY

4. More problems are needed.

e We learn more about the characters too.
e Use lots of dialogue (Step 4)

¢ and lots of Show, Don't Tell (Step 5).
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YOUR STORY

5. Things get very bad indeed.

e Your poor hero/heroine.

e Give them a really hard time!

e This is a good spot for Show don't Tell (Step 5)

¢ and of course more dialogue (Step 4).
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YOUR STORY

6. Here comes the great tension scene (Step 3)
e where the hero/heroine fights against incredible odds.
e (Can you build the excitement up?
¢ Make your character nearly lose or be really scared.
e Remember the tension techniques -
what do your characters See, Hear, Touch, Smell, Taste AND Feel?

e Use a lot of short, sharp dialogue (Step 4) as well.
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YOUR STORY

6. Climax - incredibly, wonderfully your hero/heroine wins!

e Don’t forget you can have an action climax AND a character resolution scene in

your ending.
e You MUST know your ending (Step 7) before you start.
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